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Notes from the President
 June 23, 2006
Hunt Opportunity
Here is a great opportunity to sell or take a brown bear hunt this fall in Alaska.  Greg Ray (OC-OK) sold three spots on brown bear hunts to Osprey Lodge for this fall.  Due to the large number of brown bears and their passion for killing caribou, Osprey made a great offer of $8,000 for a 1X1 hunt or $5,500 each for a 2X1.  The normal rate on these hunts is $12,500.  Greg sold the hunts to OC’s newest franchise owner, Monty Caudill (OC-TX).  Monty’s friend that was the third hunter would like to join another hunter to make the hunt a 2X1.  So, there is an opportunity right now for you to sell the hunt to one of your clients for $5,500 and they can join this group of three.  A brown bear hunt in AK for $5,500 is incredible so this should sell immediately.  If you have any hunters you think this may interest, I would get with them ASAP.  If you need more details on the hunt, contact Greg.
________________________________________________________________
NEW Franchise Owners
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following franchise owners to the OC team.  Each of these new franchise owners, along with Brian and Doris Maloney are training this week in Burlington.  Please take a minute to welcome them.
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given@outdoor-connection.com
General Outfitter Information
Many of you recently received a letter from Joyce Rabesca at Camp Ekwo.  In the letter Joyce referenced the opportunity for OC franchise owners to call them directly to make bookings instead of through the corporate office.  As always, we have no problem with you calling lodges and outfitters directly but, we are still very adamant about actual bookings coming through the office.  To give you a brief understanding of Camp Ekwo right now I will mention the latest issue which involved Jason Wisniewski (OC-FL) and his clients.  First, Joyce and her husband have run and operated Camp Ekwo for a number of years and last year listed the outfit for sale.  They have approached us to buy the operation and offer it as an exclusive destination through Outdoor Connection.  This sounds great and we have taken a close look at their numbers, etc. and other than the $1.3 million price tag we would love to do it.  As Joyce has stepped out of the day to day operations there has become an added degree of disorganization with the bookings we have made there recently.  We are trying very hard to work with them but, it is becoming increasingly difficult.  In Jason’s case he booked his group of four directly through Tracey (per procedure) and when the confirmation letters came from Camp Ekwo they had totally different dates on them even though Tracey had confirmed dates upon booking.  When we inquired as to why this happened the reason was given that they were now not going to hunt those dates so they picked some other ones for the hunters on their own.  This is just an example of how their booking organization (or lack thereof) is going right now.  So, we are not pulling away from sending clients to Camp Ekwo as the hunting there is famous for being top notch and the guides, camps, equipment, etc. has always been reported as “excellent”.  We will see how the hunts go this fall and hope for a new ownership group to be in place before next year.  Until then I would recommend continuing to book your hunts through the corporate office as we cannot assure you that any bookings made directly with Camp Ekwo will be managed correctly.  Just ask Jason how important it was he had made his booking through Tracey! 
Dave Fleming from Whispering Pines called and still has the following openings:

 

October 18-22, 2 spots, guided elk

November 15-19, 4 spots, semi-guide elk

November 29-December 3, 2 spots, guided elk
Jim Wisniewski (OC-FL) sent me the following e-mail this week:

The Gator hunter we had here with Gators Unlimited has just left with a big smile on his face.  Greg Stafford of GU really treated him right.  He was able to go out with Greg for several days, four to be exact and ended up keeping an 11ft 10 in Bull Gator! He also was able to participate in capturing around 15 other gators which ranged from 7 to 11 feet.

 

Greg is extremely busy with gators now since the recent attacks here in Florida. He mentioned to me that he would like to see us tell our potential clients that he has no problem with them going for several days if they like until they get the gator they want.  Right now is a prime time for getting after these big lizards, so anyone with a potential client should try and get them down here with Gators Unlimited.  They will not be disappointed and besides I’d like to see a few more of these gators gone so I can go swimming again!

 

Jim
Not that I want to see Jim in a bathing suit anytime soon but, let’s help him out and send a few gator hunters to Jim’s backyard!

Until next time,

Marc Glades
