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Notes from the President
 September 8, 2006
Our Friend
Most of you who have owned your franchise for more than a few years know Ike Cummings (OC-WA) and many of you new franchisees have yet to meet Ike as he has not been able to join us as much lately at conventions, etc..  Ike has been with OC for 10+ years and during those early years meant a great deal to me in the development of this company.  Ike was always there for many of us – conventions, advisory panel meetings, flying into to Kansas when we were located in Yates Center just to help out, etc.  Hell, he even babysat my kids a few times while Tara and I worked at the office.  There was nothing he wouldn’t do for OC.  Ike will yell at me for doing this but, I feel as though there are way too many of you that know and love the Ikester so I am forwarding the message he sent me from yesterday.  
Marc:

 

You asked to be kept informed about this old fella.  Well, I am a very private person but, you and your family have been very special friends.  Not good, one of the toughest conversations I have ever had was yesterday when the doc walked in and closed the door - stuck his hand out and while shaking it said, "We need to talk about cancer."

 

So in a nutshell that is my update, cancer in the prostate, registers a 6 on the Gleason scale which runs between 2 and 10 but as high as 13 in some medical literature.  I made the decision in the room to have surgery and have it removed since I am in the mid range of severity.  I will be flying to Austin, Texas to have it done most likely as there is a Robotic surgeon there that I met sometime back and he is one of 12 in the whole US and quite renowned.  The best and that is what I am planning at this time.  Surgery will be sometime in the next 3 weeks.  Visited with him on the phone this morning for about 45 minutes and it is really unbelievable how and what he does and how quick I could possibly recover.  Son Pat will likely fly with me and stay for a few days.  It will take about 11 days mostly waiting to have the catheter removed so healing is done right.

 

Marc - I don't know what you do with your check ups but I beg you to go in and get a PSA test if you haven't had one for a while and also the rectal exam.  You are a special fella and I think the world of you and the family.  That is my plea to you or any man for that matter.  I have done this faithfully for the last 10 years, without it they would never have caught it and would have been fatal probably in another 6 months or so.  1 in 6 men will get prostate cancer, guess I made the team.  I'm a competitor and this is a different game and the score is added differently but, I will win.

 

Sorry to be so long but just wanted to give you the news because you asked to be kept up to date.  Flight will be ugly with back and all but, my very best option.  I have a few trips cooking and will be working on them throughout all this.  In fact, what are the top 3 eastern Canadian caribou properties in your mind?  I'm working with the Von Rheddy family in New York for next year could be 6 to 10 hunters.  Thanks.  Take good care buddy and say hi to the family.

 

Ike
I know a few of you are sitting there with tears in your eyes right now.  Don’t feel bad – I had them as well.  I obviously encourage you all to keep Ike in your prayers and if you have time to shoot him a quick e-mail I know he would love to hear from you.  I have never had any of the tests Ike speaks about but, will look into them.  Suppose we all can learn from this.  One other lesson – notice how even with cancer looming over him, he still made time to check on a trip for some clients – gotta love him!
Hang in there buddy!  Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
________________________________________________________________
Lodge/Outfitter Information
Frontera Sporting Adventures has a special they are offering:
First, Frontera Sporting is now launching its Season Specials offering a great discount on our traditional dove shooting program.  The daily fee that is usually $465 has been reduced in over a 25% and is now only $330!!! The special offer is valid from October 1st, 2006 to February, 28th 2007, and affects not only the traditional dove shooting program but all the combo hunts that include a couple of days dove hunting. 

 

The packages under this new rate include everything that is included in the full-rate programs; i.e., 1st class accommodation, all ground transfers in the hunting areas, 3 gourmet meals a day, an open bar, our guiding services and the assistance of bird boys and a gun cleaning service. 

The reasons for such an offer are better explained in the attachment, but I think it's important to point out that during these months, that are our late spring and summer, there is great activity and the hunts get really more exciting. There's no need to worry about the heat; the lodge sports bedrooms with air conditioning. 

 

Also, the duck hunting season in the province of Santa Fe -where we have been carrying out our duck hunt lately with great success- has given us special permission to extend the duck season two more months, from 15th October to 15th December. 

This, together with the discounts in the dove hunting days, may provide a wonderful opportunity for those hunters who couldn't make it earlier this year but are dying to get a fine dove and duck hunts in Argentina. 

  

Best regards,

Maria
Frontera Sporting
One thing you need to keep in mind is that this special is only offered with a 25% commission attached no matter what size group.  If you were to sell a large group for Oct, Nov, Dec there will be no 75% commission unless you sell it at the regular price.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Big Antler Outfitters has a few whitetail openings still available:
Muzzleloader:  November 5-12

Rifle:  November 19-26.

He can take up to five hunters in each spot.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
High Hook Fishing Tours is pleased to bring to you recent coverage of our Xingu River Lodge provided by Frommer’s Guides.  Check out the link on the Frommer’s website and click on Something's a bit Fishy in Brazil: Fishing the Xingu River.
http://www.frommers.com/articles/3856.html
Franchise Standings
The franchise standings through August 31, 2006 are now posted on the agent’s web site.

________________________________________________________________
New Franchise Owners
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following new franchise owners to the team:

Linda Jones and Billy Roy

Reynoldsville, Pennsylvania

linda@outdoor-connection.com
billy@outdoor-connection.com
315-317-8043

In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
